4            EDUCATION AS  A  SOCIAL  FACTOR
doubtful whether we can regard education
from any other standpoint. The business of.
education is to prepare our children to live
their lives well: but no life can be lived well
in isolation, there is no fullness of life except
in some form of organised communion with
others ; and that is what we mean by society
on the spiritual side. The inevitable inference
is that all our subjects and activities in school
and imiversity alike, must have a social
bearing, if they are to be educational and not
merely instructional : what that bearing is,
will be considered in later chapters. Mean-
while, we must be careful not to limit too
narrowly the significance of the word ** social ",
nor to bound with too near a horizon the
society we would serve. There are some
eloquent words of Burke on this matter : the
State, he says, " is not a partnership in things
subservient only to the gross animal existence
of a temporary and perishable nature : it is a
partnership in all science ; a partnership in
all art; a partnership in every virtue and in
all perfection. As the ends of such a partner-
ship cannot be obtained in many generations,
it 'becomes a partnership not only between